
 

 

 
 

 
Agenda  

B Ward Committee Meeting 
18 May 2026 
 
 
A B Ward Committee Meeting will be held in the Ballina Shire Council Chambers, 40 
Cherry Street, Ballina on 18 May 2026 commencing at 4:30 PM. 
 
 
 
1. Acknowledgment of Country 
2. Attendance and Apologies (including updates/changes in membership) 
3. Declarations of Interest 
4. Presentations 
5. Confirmation of Minutes – Monday, 16 March 2026 
6. Business Arising from Minutes -  Monday, 16 March 2026 
7. Business With Notice 
8. General Business 
9. Business Without Notice 
10. Council Documents on Exhibition 
11. Next Meeting/Future Meeting Dates 
12. Meeting Closure 
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1. Acknowledgment of Country 

In opening the meeting, the Chair will provide an Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
We acknowledge the Nyangbul peoples of the Bundjalung nation, the traditional 
custodians of the land on which we meet today and pay our respects to their 
Elders, past and present. 

2. Attendance and Apologies (including updates/changes in 
membership)  

 

3. Declarations of Interest 

 

4. Presentations 

 

5. Confirmation of Minutes 

A copy of the Minutes of the B Ward Committee Meeting held on Monday 16 
March 2026 was distributed. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Minutes of the B Ward Committee Meeting held on Monday 16 March 2026 be 
confirmed.  
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6. Business Arising from Minutes  

  

6.1 Business Arising from Minutes of 16 March 2026 - Lennox Head 
Residents' Association (LHRA) - Additional Shared Zone Signage 
 
Lennox Head Residents’ Association further discussed whether it was possible 
to add additional signage to the right-hand turn in Raynor Lane adjacent to Ross 
Park, further to the existing shared zone signs at each end of the Lane. 
 
Action: To be referred to Engineering Works section to review request for 
additional shared zone signage. 
 
Staff comment:  
 
Engineering Works have reviewed the signage at the site and confirmed that 
the change in pavement types and existing signage is compliant with standards 
and adequate to support the operation of the one-way lane. 
 

Attachment(s) 

Nil 
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6.2 Business Arising from Minutes of 16 March 2026 - Ballina Environment 
Society (BES) - Ballina War Memorial Pool Facility Improvement - 
Dishwasher 
 
Ballina Environment Society raised that the Ballina War Memorial Pool 
managers have identified the need for a dishwasher at the facility. It was 
suggested this matter be forwarded to Council’s grants team to provide 
information on applicable grant funding opportunities available. 

 
Action: Refer to Council’s Manager Facilities and Services to review provision 
of a dishwasher at the Ballina War Memorial Pool. 
 
Staff comment:  
 
Council staff have investigated the provision of dishwashers for both Ballina and 
Alstonville Pools  
 
Dishwashers suitable for commercial applications differ significantly from 
standard domestic units used in residential situations. Commercial dishwashers 
typically operate at higher wash temperatures and faster cycle times and are 
designed to meet food safety and operational requirements for high-use 
environments.  
 
The commercial dishwasher identified as suitable for both facilities is 
specifically designed for use with reusable cups. The supply-only cost for this 
unit is $13,900 per dishwasher. 
 
In addition, significant work would be required to support installation at both 
facilities including upgrades to water supply and drainage infrastructure, as well 
as modifications to existing benches to accommodate the unit. The estimated 
cost of these associated works is in the order of $5,000-$6,000. 
 
The manufactures brochure is attached for reference. 
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Attachment(s) 

Nil  
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7. General Business  

 
 7.1 Vale to Marine Rescue Volunteers 

 
 
Vale Frank Petsch and Bill Ewen, our heroic Marine Rescue Volunteers who 
lost their lives during a rescue on 4 May 2026. 
 
May they continue to be honoured and acknowledged for their bravery and 
contribution to the community. 
 
It is proposed the committee observes one minute’s silence. 

 

Attachment(s) 

Nil  
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8. Business With Notice  

 
8.1 Business With Notice - Lennox Head Residents' Association – Lake 

Ainsworth Water Quality 

 
Narissa Phelps from Lennox Head Residents’ Association requested an update 
on the most recent water quality results and sediment tests at Lake Ainsworth 
and submitted the following:  
 
Health of Lake Ainsworth - health issues to users of the lake. 

A Lake Ainsworth Interest Group was established with Lennox Head Residents’ 
Association as one of the members.  A short term, medium term and a long 
term action plan was agreed upon to report on matters, including ‘the altered 
lake hydrology due to sediment build-up of nutrient rich muds, acidic and 
oxygen deficient high Organic Carbon.’ 

Has LHRA received any reports on the health of the lake in particular in regard 
to the nutrient enrichment and microbiological risk to human health? This report 
is due for the medium-term action plan period 2023 – 2026. 

1. When was the last time tests were carried out on the water and the sediment 
muds?  

Connected to these concerns I suggest Council install more showers for people 
to rinse off the lake water especially for young children due to the risks of skin 
and eye infections. 
 
Staff Comment:  
 
Lake Ainsworth Coastal Management Program 2020 update. 
 
In 2020 Council successfully completed the Lake Ainsworth Coastal 
Management Program following extensive and valuable community 
consultation. The CMP identified twenty-nine actions to be implemented over 
the 10-year life of the CMP. These actions covered water quality matters, litter 
improvements, aquatic weed management, public access and many other 
issues important to managing the Lake. 
 
Since the certification of the CMP Council has progressively implemented the 
actions as funds have become available through grant funding or other funding 
sources. Fourteen actions have been completed and another four are noted as 
either ongoing or progressing. 
 
In relation to the nutrient rich muds present in the Lake this matter was 
extensively studied during the detailed studies phase of the CMP development, 
so we have a very good understanding of the current situation in relation to the 
mud present and interactions with the water quality of the Lake. 
 
Action 1 of the CMP was to trial the use of the aerator to optimise its use and 
determine if the action 2 trial of sediment treatments may be required. The two 
phases of the aerator trial determined that 24 hours per day operation of the 
aerator was optimal and very effective in preventing nutrients from mobilising 
from the mud into the water column. Therefore, we have not progressed to 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ballina.nsw.gov.au%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2Fpublic%2Fv%2F1%2Fenvironment%2Fdocuments%2Flake-ainsworth-cmp_final-certified.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNikki.Cheney%40ballina.nsw.gov.au%7Cc39bb1cabb2d429367cb08de9e8b1cec%7C57644f3460a942159c0bc648d18dc83e%7C0%7C0%7C639122517536074463%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yK4YUezDRcBODRBY5cWYBgtvmxcnslS1zHTI7Jb3ZYc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ballina.nsw.gov.au%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2Fpublic%2Fv%2F1%2Fenvironment%2Fdocuments%2Flake-ainsworth-cmp_final-certified.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNikki.Cheney%40ballina.nsw.gov.au%7Cc39bb1cabb2d429367cb08de9e8b1cec%7C57644f3460a942159c0bc648d18dc83e%7C0%7C0%7C639122517536074463%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yK4YUezDRcBODRBY5cWYBgtvmxcnslS1zHTI7Jb3ZYc%3D&reserved=0
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implementing action 2 at this time but are instead moving forward with works to 
increase the capacity of the aerator to operate 24 hours per day during the peak 
recreational use periods. 
 
As information and studies have become available Council has published them 
on our website, promoted through Community Connect and placed signs as the 
site.  
 
The detailed studies phase of the CMP and the two reports assessing the 
effectiveness of the aerator involved very detailed studies of the processes 
within the Lake. These can be made available on request when not currently on 
our website. In addition, Council undertakes other routine sampling programs 
at the Lake with Beachwatch samples being collected 5/month during 
December – February providing the community advice on the health risks 
associated with swimming. 
 
Project details are available here: 
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Beaches-and-Waterways/Beach-
Health  
 
Information on sampling from October - April to monitor blue-green algal levels 
and provide guidance to the public is available here: 
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Beaches-and-Waterways/Lake-
Ainsworth-Blue-Green-Algae-Status 

 
 
 

Attachment(s) 

Nil 
 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ballina.nsw.gov.au%2FEnvironment%2FBeaches-and-Waterways%2FBeach-Health&data=05%7C02%7CNikki.Cheney%40ballina.nsw.gov.au%7Cc39bb1cabb2d429367cb08de9e8b1cec%7C57644f3460a942159c0bc648d18dc83e%7C0%7C0%7C639122517536141625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lfjskIMbw91qWaSiGtfaS%2BkFc6FsWkX87iZEjXUhVfU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ballina.nsw.gov.au%2FEnvironment%2FBeaches-and-Waterways%2FBeach-Health&data=05%7C02%7CNikki.Cheney%40ballina.nsw.gov.au%7Cc39bb1cabb2d429367cb08de9e8b1cec%7C57644f3460a942159c0bc648d18dc83e%7C0%7C0%7C639122517536141625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lfjskIMbw91qWaSiGtfaS%2BkFc6FsWkX87iZEjXUhVfU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ballina.nsw.gov.au%2FEnvironment%2FBeaches-and-Waterways%2FLake-Ainsworth-Blue-Green-Algae-Status&data=05%7C02%7CNikki.Cheney%40ballina.nsw.gov.au%7Cc39bb1cabb2d429367cb08de9e8b1cec%7C57644f3460a942159c0bc648d18dc83e%7C0%7C0%7C639122517536192389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxpgnD3bI819kO%2BKfXNeCfUpYdQVLLZd0kslKE4aBjc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ballina.nsw.gov.au%2FEnvironment%2FBeaches-and-Waterways%2FLake-Ainsworth-Blue-Green-Algae-Status&data=05%7C02%7CNikki.Cheney%40ballina.nsw.gov.au%7Cc39bb1cabb2d429367cb08de9e8b1cec%7C57644f3460a942159c0bc648d18dc83e%7C0%7C0%7C639122517536192389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxpgnD3bI819kO%2BKfXNeCfUpYdQVLLZd0kslKE4aBjc%3D&reserved=0
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 8.2 Business With Notice - Ballina Environment Society - Climate Change 
 
 
Ballina Environment Society (BES) submitted the following item and questions. 
 
BES appreciates the attention given by Ballina Shire Council in developing a 
Climate Change Policy illustrating the enormity of applying numerous short 
term, medium term and long term strategies required to achieve Net Zero 
Emissions' targets by 2030 and 2050. 
 
1. Will Council maintain its Net Zero Emissions target (2015 Paris Agreement) 

and ignore the abandonment of Net Zero policies by the National, Liberal 
and One Nation political parties? 
 
Staff Comment: 
 
Council is currently in the process of a periodic review of its Climate Change 
Policy.  The Climate Change Policy was recently placed on public exhibition 
for community comment and will be reported back to Council for 
consideration at its May 2026 Council meeting. 
 
The draft policy includes the previously endorsed target of achieving net 
zero emissions by 2030 for Council operations.   
 
Council’s emissions targets and associated implementation measures are 
determined through its own policy and governance processes and are 
reviewed periodically to ensure they remain achievable, evidence-based 
and aligned with Council’s strategic objectives. 

 
2. The post-periods of the six major Oil Shocks between 1956 to 2022 saw 

economies returning to a reliance on petrol, gas and diesel for transport. 
Since 2020 the enormous advances in renewable energy technology 
(especially PV Solar and batteries) and the lessons learned from the current 
Middle Eastern conflicts has given Ballina and the world an opportunity to 
divert from fossil fuel reliance for energy provision. 
 
Questions arising from Ballina Shire Council Climate Policy strategies in 
relation to electrification are: 
 
a) Will conversion to an EV Fleet of vehicles reduce costs of operation 

and maintenance and have a positive effect on Council finances? 
 
Staff Comment: 
 
Council has an adopted Corporate Emissions Reduction Plan (CERP) that 
outlines a clear, staged pathway to reach this target.  The plan focuses on 
reducing emissions from Council operations through energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, fleet transition, and improved operational practices. 

 
The CERP includes an action to develop an Electric Vehicle (EV) Transition 
Strategy.  This work will assess whole-of-life costs, operational suitability, 
charging infrastructure requirements and financial costs. 
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Evidence from local government trials and industry data indicates that EVs 
generally offer lower running costs, reduced maintenance requirements 
due to fewer moving parts, greater cost certainty when paired with 
renewable electricity. However, Council acknowledges that not all fleet 
uses are currently commercially feasible or available.  A staged transition 
will be pursued to ensure operational efficiency and financial viability. 
 
b) Is Council entering into any Power Purchasing Agreements? 

 
Staff Comment: 
 
As part of implementing its emissions reduction actions, Council has 
entered into a Power Purchase Agreement that supplies 100% renewable 
electricity for large Council sites and 50% renewable electricity for smaller 
sites.  This arrangement significantly reduces emissions from Council’s 
electricity use and provides long-term price stability. 
 
c) Is Council considering Virtual Power Plant joint ventures? 
 
Staff Comment: 
 
Council is aware of the growing role of Virtual Power Plants (VPP) in 
supporting energy resilience, peak demand management and increased 
use of distributed renewable energy.  While Council does not currently 
operate a VPP, this concept may be explored in the future as part of 
broader renewable energy, battery storage and electrification planning, 
subject to feasibility, regulatory settings and resource considerations. 

 
In addition, Council is an active member of the Joint Organisation Net-Zero 
Accelerator (JONZA) program of Northern NSW Councils, which enables 
regional collaboration on renewable energy initiatives, emissions reduction 
strategies and emerging technologies, including opportunities that may not 
be viable for councils acting independently. 

 
 

 

Attachment(s) 

Nil  
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8.3 Business With Notice - Lennox Head Residents' Association – Increased 
Incidence of Water Bombing in Lennox Head 

 

Lennox Head Residents’ Association raised concern regarding an increase in 
reported incidences of water bombing in Lennox Head. The LHRA noted they 
have been liaising with NSW Police on the matter. 

 
Staff Comment:  
 
NSW Police is the appropriate agency responsible for investigating and 
managing matters of this nature. Incidents should be reported directly to NSW 
Police as Council has no enforcement role in relation to these matters. 
 
 

 

Attachment(s) 

Nil 
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8.4 Business With Notice - Lennox Head Residents' Association - Rubber 
Traffic Calmers in Park Lane 

 

Lennox Head Residents’ Association advised the rubber traffic calmers in Park 
Lane have deteriorated significantly in the last few months and noted they have 
raised this issue previously. The LHRA requests that the calmers be repaired.  
 
Staff Comment:   
 
A Customer Request Entry (CRM 164239/2026) has been raised requesting 
Council staff investigate the condition of the traffic calmers in Park Lane, Lennox 
Head.  
 
 

 

Attachment(s) 

Nil 
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9. Business Without Notice 

Nil Items 
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10. Council Documents on Exhibition 

 10.1 Council Documents on Exhibition 
 

Documents on Exhibition 
 
Documents on public exhibition and Council Notices can be found on our 
website.  A summary is provided below with more information at the following 
link: Your Say Ballina 
 
Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) Documents 2026/27 - Submissions 
close 1 June 2026: 

• Draft Delivery Program and Operational Plan 2026/27 – 2029/30 

• Draft Long Term Financial Plan 2026/27 – 2035/36 

• Draft Fees and Charges 2026/27 

• Draft Workforce Management Strategy 2026/27 – 2029/30 
 
IP&R documents can be found at the following link: Draft plans shaping Ballina 
Shire now on exhibition | Ballina Shire Council 
 
Community Donations: 

• Call for Community Donations for Community Groups – 2026/27 – 
submissions close 31 May (Community Donations | Ballina Shire Council) 

 
Action Plan: 

• Disability Inclusion Action Plan (review) – submissions close 29 May 
 
Major Projects (not on exhibition): 

• Alstonville Cultural Centre Upgrade (Alstonville Cultural Centre Upgrade) 

• Bridge Duplications (Bridge Duplications - Fishery Creek Bridge at West 
Ballina and Canal Bridge at North Ballina) 

• Wardell Town Centre Master Plan - Implementation of Stage 2 - 
Connecting to the River 

• River and Martin Street Intersection, Ballina - Roundabout Reconstruction 
and Improved Paving 

• Ross Lane Flood Resilience (Ross Lane, Flood Resilience) 
 

 

Attachment(s) 

Nil  
 
 
 
 

https://www.yoursayballina.com.au/
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Council/News-Careers-and-Feedback/Media-Releases/Draft-plans-shaping-Ballina-Shire-now-on-exhibition
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Council/News-Careers-and-Feedback/Media-Releases/Draft-plans-shaping-Ballina-Shire-now-on-exhibition
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Council/Forms-and-Documents/Community-Donations
https://www.yoursayballina.com.au/disability-inclusion-action-plan
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Council/Major-Projects/Alstonville-Cultural-Centre-Upgrade
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Council/Major-Projects/Bridge-Duplications-including-Evacuation-Routes
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Council/Major-Projects/Bridge-Duplications-including-Evacuation-Routes
https://www.ballina.nsw.gov.au/Council/Major-Projects/Ross-Lane-Flood-Resilience
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11. Next Meeting / Future Meeting Dates 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 20 July 2026 at 4:30pm. 
 

Monday 21 September 2026 at 4.30pm 
Monday 16 November 2026 at 4.30pm 

 
 

12. Meeting Closure  
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